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Over 10,000 Tasmanians need urgent
investment in psychosocial support

The Mental Health Council of Tasmania (MHCT) is calling for urgent investment in
psychosocial supports after the Productivity Commission’s review found major gaps in the
National Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Agreement.

The report warns that unfunded actions and unclear responsibilities are leaving more than
half a million Australians without essential psychosocial support, including over 10,000
Tasmanians, costing the economy $200 billion annually.

Psychosocial supports are tailored to help people living with mental illness to stay well and
participate fully in society by supporting education, employment, housing, relationships,
and daily living.

MHCT CEO Dan Vautin said urgent investment is needed to scale up services and meet
growing demand.

“Psychosocial supports aren’t just nice to have - they’re essential. They help people avoid
costly hospital interventions and live fulfilling lives in the community. Without them,
thousands of Tasmanians are missing out on the support they need and deserve.”

Community organisations deliver the bulk of these supports but rising costs and increasing
demand are pushing many to the brink.

“Community organisations are the backbone of our mental health system,” Mr Vautin said.
“But they’re struggling to keep up, and in some cases even having to consider reducing
services and outreach. We need governments to work with the sector and listen to voices of
lived experience to ensure these vital services are available to everyone who needs them.
Now is the time to increase investment, not make cuts.”

The Productivity Commission’s review was broadly critical of the National Agreement, citing
a lack of measurable targets, defined responsibilities, and clear links between actions and
goals. Many commitments remain unfunded, leaving significant gaps in care.
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